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DGOF Porenls/ CGFGI‘S,
Welcome LO aur IGHUOFH NewsleHer.

The snow a“empted bo disrupt the start o f the spring term; however, while some schools closed for bwo daHs, we
were on[H required }o close for one. As I ho,ve sho,red Previouslg, keeping Hw school oPen is alwaﬂs our Prioril\Lj.
Un J:orlfunoiell\.j, H‘»ere are occasions when condihons ma|<e Hw sike unsa fe and, in H‘»ese circumslances, I ho,ve no

o,uernahve but tO ClOSG H‘»e SChOO[.

Thank you for your supporl with the recent school census. I} was fanlo,shc lo see so many children chooslng a
cooked school lunch. Families who have been with St Margarel's for several years will remember a lime when we
did nol have a worldng kitchen. Fo”owing a signl flco,nt investment and re furblshmenh we conlracked Shire

(Shropshlre) lo Provide an in-house catering service J'us} over a year ago.

SacuH, H’»e long-lerm suskainabilitﬂ o] J: Hus service is now ak ris|<, Parhcular[g due Lo reducecl uplake in KeH Stage
2. |_i|<e mo,m\.j schools nahonauﬂ, we are operahng in an increasinglﬂ cha”enging J:ino,ncial climate. In order J:or
Hw kitchen ko remain financiauﬂ viable, we musl secure a minimum number OJ: clailﬂ [unch bookings. Over Hw

POSIT |2 monHls, Hw SCl"LOOl |'1(15 incurred lOSSGS amounhng ITO several H"LOUSOHCI Pounds.

We have sPo|<en clirecHH with Pupils aboul the lunches and listened care J:uuﬂ bo their views on whal HmeH would
like o see on the menu. During open sessions last academic year and again this year, Shire Providecl food-
tashng opporhmihes, which were met with Posihve feedback. Despite H‘»is, overall bookings have not increased. As
a resull, school leaders, including governors, are closelg monilor'mg lunch upbke, as the school cannot conbinue to

sustain these losses.
Tam sho,r'mg this in formo,hon not bo cause concern, but lo be open and tronsparenk with our school communitﬂ.

Ina Previous newsleHer, I explained that while our email adclress, in J:o@hasburﬂ.dudleg.sch.u|<, is monilored, it
may not alwags be checked while the school dag is in progress. I f You need fo pass on a message that requires

achon on Hw same do,g, Please contacl Hw school 0 f fice bﬂ telephone lo ensure il is received PromPHa.

Tam Pleased lo share that we will be welcomlng our new School Business Manager, J emma, who will be sbarhng

on Mondalj 23rd Februo,rg. Jemma currenHH works within a school OJ.‘J.‘lce ond is very much look’mg forward bo
J'oining the team. She will be POPPi”S into school on Mondaﬂ, during her daﬂ Off. bo begln 9eHlng to know the

SCI’;OO[ o,nd our communitﬂ.
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This hal J: term in Couechve Worship, we ho,ve been re J:lechng on change — how chauenging it can be, how

Posihve it can be, and how somehmes even a sma“ cho,nge can ma|<e a big di f ference.

We are delighked to share thal we now have six Pupils from Years 5 and 6 who have taken on the role
of advocalkes for c/zange and stewards o F God's creation. Theﬂ will be supporhng the school with their firs}

Pro\jech focusing on climale and suslainol)ililg.

Please loo|< ouk J:or news about Hw ‘Polar Bears', as HmeH begin ko lead and inspire Posihve change.

2026 has been deslgno}ed the Nalional Year o ¥ Reading, with the theme Go All In" This nalional iniliakive

aims to insplre chlldren, families and communities to develop, or rediscover, the JOH of reading. Reading expands
minds, builds con fidence and fuels creahvilﬂ. I underpins success across the curriculum and Plaﬂs a vital role

in Pupils‘ Personal developmen}, we”be’mg and li felong learning.

Led L’)H Hw Department J:Of' Educahon and SUPPOerd L’)H a wide ro,nge OJ_‘ POSSiOﬂOITe Partners, H‘»e NOhOﬂG[ Yeo,r

OJ.‘ Reading wi“ be brought Lo liJ:e Hmrough a diverse calenclar OJ: achvihes and evenks. These wi“ encourage

reading for Pleasure, strengHmen reading habits at home and school, and celebrale the power of stories,
in J:ormahon and imaginahon. As a school, we are commiHecl to going au in J:or reading, ensur'mg everg chi[d is

SUPPOI"ITGCI EO become a conJ:idenL J:luent reacler WhO I"GOClS wiclelg cmcl oﬁen, bOHI J?Of‘ [earning and J_‘Or‘ Pleasure.

We will be sharlng our reading Journeﬂ with you H’Lroughout the year and, as alwaﬂs, we would very much value
your suPPorL We encourage everyone lo make that change and gek stuck inko a book comic, newspaper or work-

relaled arlicle. BH mode“ing a love o f readlng, we can help the next generahon see the Posihve impac} reo,d'mg

has on learnlng, confldence and llfe beﬂond school.

Co,n I Please remincl Hw SChOOl communitﬁ H‘LOIT dOgS are not PermiHed an H‘»e Plagground. This hOS been

communico,kecl before.

Thank leU,, as O,lWO,HS, J."OF HOU,F conhnued SUPPOFL

MFS Shepherd
Heo,cueacher
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L'wing Life in all its Fullness

Year 3 ho,ve skarted Hmeir new o,rt unit Hus monHl, exploring how

to make Po,“ems using H‘Leir focus arlisk of Ruth Daniels as
mspirahon. We can't wail fo see

how this builds into their own
repeafed Po,Hern Prinls blj the

end OJ.‘ Hw learning JOUFHGH.

As Part OJ.‘ Year 4'5 Lopic Animals, Including Humans, Hw children began bg

learning abouk teeHm. In H‘»eir firsl lesson, H‘»eg explored H’»e differenl lgpes OJ.‘
teeth humans have and learned aboul their funchons. Using Plaadough, the
children created their own models of teeth and carefuuﬂ labelled each tgpe,

helping Hmem ko understand how incisors, canines, and molars are used J:or

dlfferenl J'obs.

Year 2 have been busH exploring the Blue Mounlains in Geogrophﬂ. TheH have learned where the Blue Mountains
are loco}ed in Australia, idenhj:ied important Phgsico,l J:eo,tures such as mountains, vaueﬂs and forests, and
discussed what ma|<es Hw area a Popular bourist destinalion. The children have eqjoged learning abou} Hw

Phﬂsical feo,}ures, wild[lfe and climale of the region. Theﬂ have designed inJ:ormahve Posbers bo encourage People
lo visil Hw Blue Moun}ains, proudlﬂ demonstrahng H‘»eir knowledge of Hw arec so for in Hw unit.
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Year 6 were
visited bH
local artist

Ella who led o
WOI"I(ShOP in PO[H[)[OCI( Prmhng The chtldren o,ll cleStgnecl a

Print before creahng H‘»eir b[ock and Hmen Prinhng.

Receplion have settled back inko the school routine wonderfullg
aﬁer the Christmas break. Theﬂ have relurned with loks of

enstiasm and are eager L learn In I_ LCFGCH we have H’tOFOUgMH er}JOHed readmg our ClOSS SLOI"H 0,1 NO George/ The chtldren
have Produced some IOVGIH WOFI( lml(ed l‘O H'me lexL anludmg roll on H1e wall OCthheS o,ncl hol-seahng ane OJ.‘ Hw characlers. Tl’ILS

encouraged them to think careJ:uHH about feel'mgs, aclions and viewpoinls.
Polar Bears

YOU maH |’10V6 been wondering WhH HOUI‘ chilclren have been
asking J:OF small change. Three PUPilS—AFiO, Albo and

Minnie—have been inspirecl bH a book read in class to
make o diﬂ:erence. Theg have learned about the impacl of
climake change on the polar bears nalural habitat and
wanked bo boke achion by supporting chariies hal prokect

and care fOF PO[OI‘ bears.

Across the schodl, each class has o [arge Po[ar bear, and
our whole schaol communilg has been chauenged bo pll the
Polar bear with English coins. In addikion o this, the girls
have shown greal creahvilg and inilialive 53 mak’mg items

such as hair bows, bracelets and bookmarks, which Hweg are sel[ing clur'mg Plaahmes and lunchlimes.

I am incrediblg Proud of Hle compassion, dekerminahon o,nd sense of resPonsibiliLH our children conhnue Lo sl'ww as Hweg see|< Lo

be advocalres J.'OI" change and SLCWOFdS OJ.' GOCJ,‘S world.
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Slewords

Fouowing a success fu,l applical‘ion process, our slewards—who wiu be championing change ond supporhng our school

communilg—have now been selecfed. Congratulahons kO Fleur, Ario,, TQH[OF, LUCLO, Emi[g ond AI”HTUF.

We are proucl of Hleir will'mgness lo serve 0H1ers, to,|<e responsibi[itg o,nd help mo,|<e a Posihve di fference wiHﬂn our school

communitg.

DiarH Doles

lih February, 2pm — Donna David Author Event K9
lth February 5-Tpm - Parenks Evening

6th -20th February - Hal Term

24th Februory, 2:30pm — Year 2 Mastery Number Parent Session

25t February, 2:30pm — Year | Mastery Number Parent Session

25t February 3:30-530pm - Parents Evening

268 February, 2:30pm — Recephion Mastery Number Parent Session
S March - World Book Day

[3th March, 2pm - Reception/KSI Mother's Day Celebrakion

18th March — Year 5 Bkeabiliby (informakion fo ollow)

% March — Year 5 Bikeabiliby (informakion fo ollow)

25t March, Gam — Recephion Parents Workshop (in formation ko gollow)
26t Morch, Gam - KS2 Easter Service

2Tt March, F15am - Reception Easter Garden Service

2T March - Last day of term

[3th April - Stark of summer ferm

24tk Apri[, 8:30am — Recephon/KS| Reading Session




WELLJE T EGRs

4th May - Bank Holiday

22nd Moy - INET Day

25th-29 May - Hal Term

26t June, 8:30am — Reception/KS| Reading Session
% Tuly, 930am & 2pm - Yeor 6 produchion

6th Tuly, H5am Year 6 leavers service

6th Tuly, Spm - Year 6 leavers parly

[Tth July - Last day of berm

20t July - INSET Day
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